[Antipyrogenic properties of oxytocin].
Effects of oxytocin on pyrogenal or endogenous pyrogen-induced fever were studied. Intramuscular injection of oxytocin (0.2 micrograms/kg every half an hour) did not significantly affect the pattern of pyrogenal-induced fever. Constant intravenous injection of oxytocin (0.4 and 4 micrograms/kg/h) 2-4.5 h after pyrogenal decreased the rectal temperature, on an average, by 24% and 31%, respectively. Endogenous pyrogen fever was not attenuated by intravenous oxytocin (4 micrograms/kg/h). The antipyrogenic effect of oxytocin is related to inhibition of endogenous pyrogen synthesis rather than to blockade of its action, which is indicated by a decreased second peak of the temperature curve, inhibition of endogenous pyrogen synthesis in vitro, and persistence of the hyperthermic effect of endogenous pyrogen.